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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

 
 
As we round out another year of using the 
same scripture three times a week: for Sunday 
morning Bible study, the preaching moment 
and Wednesday night Bible study, it’s time to 
shake things up a bit. So, beginning in 

MISSION 
Our mission is to bring people to Christ 
by taking Christ to people. 
 

VISION 
We strive to be a church that is Christ 
centered, culturally relevant and 
community focused. 
 

MOTTO 
The church is not the building, it’s the 
people. So come and be the church with 
us. 
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December, the Sunday and Wednesday 
studies will continue to come from the Sunday 
school lectionary but the sermon will use one 
of the associated and alternate scriptures. In 
this way, the teaching teams will have more to 
work with in preparation for Wednesday night 
study and more importantly, this will create 
room for more interaction from the Bible study 
participants. While you can’t ask questions 
during a sermon, you most certainly can and 
should during the study hours. Interacting with 
God’s Word is how we get to know him more 
intimately! 
One more change will occur as of December. 
the preaching moment will consist of series, 
rather than individual messages. Sermon 
series are linked so from week to week, they 
tell a full story by the end of each series. This 
method of preaching, while still securely tied to 
the Bible study scriptures, will give the listener 
a much broader view of what God’s Word is 
conveying. The ministry team is excited about 
these changes. We hope you are too! 
 

EYEGLASS COLLECTION DRIVE 
 

 
Do you have eyeglasses hiding in the back of 
your closet or drawers?  These go a long way 
toward helping to alleviate poverty in countries 
around the world. Join us in collecting glasses 
during the holidays. 
 
Eyeglasses can enable: 

• An adult to secure a job to support his or 
her family 

• A child to succeed in school 
• A senior to continue to live 

independently 

• A parents or grandparents to see their 
child/grandchild's face clearly for the first 
time 

This simple act of charity has the possibility of 
impacting many lives for years to come. 

Donation Drive will take place November 6, 
2022 thru January 8. 2023. 

 
EAT SEASONALLY

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



BE THANKFUL 
 

 
Be thankful that you don’t already have 
everything you desire. 
If you did, what would there be to look forward 
to? 
  
Be thankful when you don’t know something, 
for it gives you the opportunity to learn. 
  
Be thankful for the difficult times. 
During those times you grow. 
  
Be thankful for your limitations, 
because they give you opportunities for 
improvement. 
  
Be thankful for each new challenge, 
because it will build your strength and 
character. 
  
Be thankful for your mistakes. 
They will teach you valuable lessons. 
  
Be thankful when you’re tired and weary, 
because it means you’ve made a difference. 
  
It’s easy to be thankful for the good things. 
A life of rich fulfillment comes to those who 
are also thankful for the setbacks. 
  
Gratitude can turn a negative into a positive. 
Find a way to be thankful for your troubles, 
and they can become your blessings. 
  
By Author Unknown 

BE A BLESSING: GROCERY STORE 
KINDNESS 
 

 
 
One particular day I rushed to the store to pick 
up something for dinner. I had just two hours to 
shop, cook, eat, and sit down to a Zoom 
meeting. As I dashed through the automatic 
door, I hoped desperately for short lines and a 
fast-moving individual at the register. My heart 
sank when I saw that everyone in town was 
there, and they all had made it to the line 
ahead of me. The man in front of me 
apparently had a large family; his basket was 
flowing over. 
 
Before I could take my second deep breath 
and huff it out as quietly as possible, the 
gentleman with the overflowing basket turned 
to me and said, “You only have two things. Go 
ahead and get in front of me”. I quickly laid my 
items onto the belt, thanking the kind man 
profusely. 
 
One moment in time, one small act of 
kindness, one instantaneous connection, 
human to human, and the rest of my evening 



fell into place. Imagine what the world would be 
like if random acts of kindness such as that 
one lived out in the grocery store were 
repeated all day, every day, everywhere, in the 
store, at the bus stop, in church, on the job, in 
the doctor’s waiting room, in the classroom, at 
the conference table, at home. What peace! 
 
God’s Word lists Kindness as FRUIT OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT (Gal 5:21-22). The botanical 
definition of a fruit is “the seed-bearing 
structure of the flowering plant”. Fruit is seed-
bearing. Kindness is fruit of the Spirit of God. I 
think I see what God has in mind. He wants us 
to deposit His Spirit, the Seeds of Kindness 
into one another, and by doing so, we cause 
one another to flower into the likeness of God. 
 
Dear People of God, let us plant Kindness as 
often as we can. If you are having trouble 
finding opportunity to do so, take a quick trip to 
the grocery store and BE A BLESSING! 
 
By Leona Nicholas Welch; Star of Zion 
 
 
UPDATED COVID-19 BOOSTER NOW 
AVAILABLE FOR CHILDREN 5+ 

 
The updated, more protective booster is now 
available for everyone ages 5 and up who has 
completed their initial vaccine series. Even 
more of our family members can now be 
protected with this booster, keeping them safer 

from the worst outcomes of COVID-19 such as 
hospitalization, long COVID, and death.  
 
The updated booster was created to 
strengthen protection against the original 
coronavirus strain, while also targeting the 
newer, dominant variants that spread so widely 
this past summer.  
 
The updated booster is an important tool for 
everyone ages 5 and up to take if it has been 
two months after their last vaccine dose, 
regardless of the type of dose received 
(primary series, additional doses or booster 
doses). It’s here in time for the fall and winter 
months when we’ve come to expect a rise in 
COVID-19 cases. Getting your family boosted 
now will make the coming holiday gatherings 
safer for all. 
 
Californians can go to COVID19.ca.gov for 
more information on COVID-19 and the latest 
public health guidelines. Visit MyTurn.ca.gov or 
call 833-422-4255 to find a vaccine or booster 
near you. 
 

 
 







  



WORSHIP WITH US 

 
 

Sunday Service 
 

On site at 11:00 
following COVID-19 protocols 

 
Facebook Live 

www.facebook.com/stjamessanmateo 
 

Instagram Live 
@stjamesamezchurch 

 
Phone Audio 

Call-In Number 1-669-900-9128 
or via Zoom 

Meeting ID: 871 8884 0303 
Passcode: 670043 

 
Wednesday Night Bible Study 

7:00p.m.-8:00 p.m.  
 

Call-In Number 1-669-900-9128 
or via Zoom 

Meeting ID: 871 8884 0303 
Passcode: 670043 

 

A REMINDER FOR THOSE ATTENDING IN 
PERSON WORSHIP: 

Please, please, please refrain from watching 
the sermon on your phone, iPad or other 
electronic device while worshipping in the 
sanctuary. There is a limited amount of 
bandwidth for streaming the service. Every 
device that is in operation in the sanctuary 
draws on that bandwidth and slows down the 
internet connection and the streaming capacity. 
Please help the tech team provide the best 

possible delivery of the worship service to 
everyone by enjoying the worship experience 
live. Thank you so much for your cooperation 
and assistance.  
 
 

TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

 
 
 
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU 
• If you would like to accept Jesus Christ as 

your Lord and Savior 
• If you have a prayer request  
• If you would like to join St James AME Zion 

Church as a physical or e-member: 
Please contact us directly at: 
stjamesamezchurch@gmail.com 

 
 
STAY CONNECTED 
Website:  
www.stjamessanmateo.org 
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/stjamessanmateo 
Instagram: 
www.instagram.com/stjamesamezchurch/  
Twitter:  
www.twitter.com/stjamesamez 
 

 
 
 



NOVEMBER PRAYER LIST 
 

 
 
 
St. James AME Zion Church family, Pastor Marlyn Bussey and family, Board of Bishops, Bishop 
Brian Thompson and family, The AME Zion Church, Stephanie Page and family, Marie Davis and 
family, Sis. Jean Wilson and family, Sis. Evelyn Neely, Sis. Charlotte McAfee, Kyle Parker, Jr., Sis. 
Linda Clayton, the Lax family, those grieving losses, the people of Ukraine, the people of Iran as they 
fight for the fair treatment of women, the homeless and hurting; those fighting sickness, houses of 
faith, educators, students, the unemployed; students and educators, victims of gun violence, front line 
and essential workers, those traveling; the incarcerated; the lonely, those feeling as though they have 
no hope, all those who are blessed by the Care Portal Ministry, the children nourished by the 
Breakfast Tree Ministry. Congress, President Biden and his administration. Pray for those enduring 
extreme weather conditions. Finally, let us pray for all those we interceded for on Sunday morning 
and throughout the week. 
 
 

 
 


